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ANNUAL APPEAL 
Despite a bulk mailing glitch that prevented many 
past donors form receiving their Annual Appeal 
letters, the Roxbury Weston  Annual Appeal 
Telethon took place as scheduled in Weston at the 
Rivers School and in Boston at Harvard Medical 
School’s Countway Library on November 28th and 
29th, respectively. We extend our heartfelt thanks to 
all who helped make this year’s telethon a success.  
The Annual Appeal is ongoing, so if you haven’t yet 
contributed, it’s not too late!  All contributions 
support Roxbury Weston Programs’ operating 
budget.  If you’d like to contribute, please make 
checks payable to Roxbury Weston Programs Annual 
Appeal and send to us at P.O. Box 241, Weston, MA 
02493. Thank you to Liza Knapp and Chicki 
Benjamin for organizing this year’s telethon. 
 
FALL 2005 FAMILY INVOLVEMENT EVENTS 
CATCH families and staff participated in a 
Harvest Celebration at the CATCH site in 
Roxbury on October 27th. The event featured the 
students reading their original works of poetry and 
prose to the delight of all in attendance, as well as 
a sumptuous Fall Harvest meal. 

Apple Picking 
Although this year’s scheduled pumpkin painting 
event was rained out, families from both the 
Preschool and CATCH were able to go on a 
wonderful apple picking outing to Autumn Hill 
Orchard on October 29th.  Plans are underway for a 
repeat visit to Autumn Hill next year, with hopes 
for better weather. 
 
Preschool Playground Clean-up 
Many thanks to all who participated in the 
November 5th playground clean-up at the 
Preschool.  

CATCH NEWS 
NAEYC Accreditation 
The CATCH site in Roxbury completed its 
National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC) self study for accreditation in 
June, followed by the validation visit, which took 
place on November 17th.  The National Academy 
will send us their decision in January, and we have 
every confidence that CATCH will officially 
become a NAEYC Accredited site.  Kudos to 
CATCH site coordinator, Leslie Jordan, and 
CATCH teacher, Karen Peterkin, for their 
continued hard work and commitment. Since fewer 
than 10% of Early Education programs nationwide 
have earned this distinction, we are particularly 
proud to bring our high quality educational 
programs to the community. 
 
CATCH Playground and Bike Program Update 
In collaboration with the Church of Christ in 
Roxbury, the CATCH play area has been repaved 
and the fence has been repaired.  Thanks to First 
Parish Church in Weston for making three bicycles 
available to us at low cost. We are hopeful to have 
the shed built soon, and to have the bike program 
in full swing by Spring 2006.   
 
Wheelock Field Scholars 
Leslie and Karen are in their second year as Field 
Scholars at Wheelock College.  They are on 
schedule to receive their B.A. degrees by 2007, 
and have made a commitment to remain with 
Roxbury Weston Programs for at least two years 
beyond degree completion to help CATCH sustain 
its high quality programs, to replicate other 
CATCH pods, and to be models of teaching 
excellence as we recruit and train a diverse staff.  

CATCH Harvest Celebration Photo by Gene Ritvo © 2005 
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